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September 15, 2020 - United States West Coast (Wildfires)
Fires devastated California, Oregon, and Washington, turning skies orange

September 15, 2020 - United States (Vindman Speaks Out)
Retired Lt. Col. Alexander Vindman called Trump a “useful idiot” for Putin in The Atlantic

September 16, 2020 - United States (HHS Spokesperson)
Michael Caputo took a leave after accusing CDC scientists of “sedition”

September 18, 2020 - Washington, D.C. (Ginsburg’s Death)
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg died, sparking a political fight over her seat

September 23, 2020 - United States (Ballots & Power Transfer)
Asked if he would commit to a peaceful transfer of power, Trump hedged, fueling fears of authoritarian overreach

September 25, 2020 - United States (Count Every Vote)
Activists rallied around “Count Every Vote,” warning delays could sow doubt about results

September 27 - 28, 2020 - United States (Trump Taxes)
The New York Times revealed Trump paid only $750 in income tax in 2016 - 2017

September 29, 2020 - Cleveland, OH (Presidential Debate)
Trump told the Proud Boys to “stand back and stand by”

September 29, 2020 - United States (Graham’s Reversal)
Senator Lindsey Graham’s 2016 pledge, “Use my words against me,” was replayed amid his Barrett push
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August 7, 2020 - United States (It Is What It Is)
In an Axios interview, Trump downplayed over 160,000 U.S. COVID-19 deaths

August 14, 2020 - United States (Mail-in Voting)
Trump admitted he opposed USPS funding because it would enable mail-in voting

August 17, 2020 - United States (Postal Service Controversy)
Postmaster General Louis DeJoy agreed to testify amid backlash over mail-in disruptions

August 25 - 27, 2020 - Kenosha, WI (Rittenhouse Killings)
After police shot Jacob Blake, Kyle Rittenhouse killed two protesters and wounded another, his arrest made him a polarizing
symbol

August 26, 2020 - Charlotte, NC (RNC at the White House)
Trump delivered his RNC nomination speech from the White House, breaking norms

September 3, 2020 - United States (“Test the System”)
In North Carolina, Trump told supporters to vote by mail and again in person

September 11, 2020 - United States (Revealed Knowledge)
Bob Woodward tapes showed Trump knew COVID-19 was deadly but downplayed it, over 192,000 had died

September 14, 2020 - United States (Climate Science Dismissed)
Amid wildfires, Trump told California officials, “It'll start getting cooler, just you watch”

September 14, 2020 - Henderson, NV (Indoor Rally)
Trump held an indoor rally in defiance of COVID-19 rules
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October 22, 2020 - United States (Debate & Media Showdowns)
Trump ended his 60 Minutes interview early, then faced Biden in the final debate, where Kristen Welker won praise, and
revelations from Bob Woodward underscored Trump’s early downplaying of COVID-19

October 26, 2020 - United States (Barrett Confirmed)
Amy Coney Barrett was confirmed 52 - 48, scrutiny focused on her ties to People of Praise

October 27, 2020 - United States (First Lady Missing, Reappears)
Melania Trump stayed out of public view with lingering COVID-19 symptoms, prompting speculation, reappearing publicly
after the conspicuous absence

November 6, 2020 - United States (Arizona Called)
NBC's Steve Kornacki called Arizona for Biden

November 7, 2020 - United States (Biden Projected Winner)
Networks called Pennsylvania for Biden, pushing him over 270 and making Kamala Harris the first woman, first Black, and
first Asian American vice president

December 14, 2020 - United States (Electoral College & Deaths)
The Electoral College certified Biden'’s victory as U.S. COVID-19 deaths passed 300,000

December 18, 2020 - United States (From Russia with Love)
The United States confirmed Russia was behind the SolarWinds cyberattack and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said
Moscow was responsible, though Trump downplayed it
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September 30, 2020 - Washington, D.C. (SCOTUS Event)
Amy Coney Barrett’s Rose Garden nomination became a superspreader event

October 1, 2020 - Washington, D.C. (October Surprise)
At 9:54 PM, Trump announced he and Melania tested positive for COVID-19

October 2 - 5, 2020 - Walter Reed / White House (COVID-19 Drama)
Trump was hospitalized at Walter Reed, staged car rides to supporters, then returned to the White House and told
Americans “Don’t be afraid of COVID”

October 5, 2020 - Planet Earth (Global Toll)
Worldwide COVID-19 deaths passed 1,039,199

October 5 - 6, 2020 - White House (Erratic Behavior)
Amid steroid treatment, Trump acted erratically, even Don Jr. privately said “Dad is acting crazy”

October 6 - 7, 2020 - White House (No Stimulus)
Trump abruptly ended stimulus negotiations, focusing instead on staged photos and tweets

October 15, 2020 - Texas (Voter Suppression Blocked)
Court blocked Governor Greg Abbott’s plan to limit counties to one ballot drop site

October 16, 2020 - United States (QAnon)
Trump declined to disavow QAnon at an NBC town hall

October 17, 2020 - United States (Giuliani & Russia)
Rudy Giuliani admitted his associate Andrii Derkach, who fed him Biden dirt, might be a Russian spy
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July 10, 2020 - United States (Roger Stone Commutation)
Trump commuted Roger Stone’s sentence

July 12 - 13, 2020 - Florida (COVID-19 Surge Downplayed)
Florida hit a record 15,000+ daily cases, Governor Ron DeSantis downplayed the surge

July 14, 2020 - United States (HHS Orders)
Hospitals told to bypass the CDC and send COVID-19 data to a new system

July 16, 2020 - Washington, D.C. (Science Remark)
Press Secretary Kayleigh McEnany said, “The science should not stand in the way” of reopening

July 17, 2020 - United States (Loss & Resilience)
Representative John Lewis died and Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg began cancer treatment but vowed to stay

July 19, 2020 - Portland, OR (Unmarked Federal Force)
Federal agents in camo and unmarked vans detained protesters

July 19 - 20, 2020 - Washington, D.C. (Cognitive Test Boast)
Trump bragged about acing a cognitive exam, saying the “last five questions were very hard”

July 21, 2020 - Washington, D.C. (Maxwell Remark)
Asked about Ghislaine Maxwell’s arrest, Trump said, “l just wish her well”

July 29, 2020 - United States (Federal Troops Expand)
Trump expanded agent deployments to Cleveland, Detroit, and Milwaukee under “Operation Legend”
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May 25, 2020 - Minneapolis, MN (George Floyd Murder)
George Floyd was murdered by police, igniting global protests and galvanizing Black Lives Matter

June 2, 2020 - Nationwide (Blackout Tuesday)
Millions posted black squares in solidarity, pausing for 8 minutes and 46 seconds in Floyd’s memory

June 12, 2020 - United States (Election Countdown)
144 days left until the 2020 election

June 21, 2020 - Tulsa, OK (Rally Flops)
Trump’s first rally since lockdown drew just 6,200 attendees in a 19,000-seat arena

June 22, 2020 - United States (COVID-19 Deaths)
United States deaths passed 122,570

June 24, 2020 - United States (Protests Nationwide)
Demonstrations swept Minneapolis, Washington, Portland, New York, and Philadelphia

June 24, 2020 - United States (Trump Allies & Justice)
Stone got leniency and Flynn’s case was ordered dismissed, spotlighting DOJ politicization

July 5, 2020 - United States (Protests & Tragedy)
Minnesotans marched to Floyd’s memorial, while in Seattle, a car struck protesters, kiling Summer Taylor

July 8, 2020 - Washington, D.C. (The “Best People”)
Trump, Pence, and Mnuchin projected confidence as cases soared

July 8, 2020 - United States (3 Million COVID-19 Cases)
Cases topped 3,028,353 but Trump said the virus would “just disappear”
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January 6, 2021 - Washington, D.C. (Capitol Insurrection)
As Congress met to certify Biden’s win, Trump urged supporters to “fight like hell” after which a mob stormed the Capitol,
halting proceedings

January 6 - 7, 2021 - Washington, D.C. (Presidential Silence)
Trump resisted calls to act, issuing tepid statements hours later praising rioters as “special”

January 19, 2021 - United States (Final Day & Toll)
On Trump’s last full day, the COVID-19 death toll reached 410,000

January 20, 2021 - Washington, D.C. (Inauguration Day)
Joe Biden was sworn in as the 46th president and Kamala Harris became the first woman, first Black, and first Asian
American vice president but the ceremony unfolded under heavy security following the Capitol riot

February 10 - 13, 2021 - Washington, D.C. (Senate Trial & Acquittal)
The Senate tried Trump for incitement of insurrection but acquitted him 57 - 43, as many felt it let a would-be authoritarian
escape accountability
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What follows is that record, pressed into print. Each
page carries fragments, headlines, chants, captions,
and counterslogans, not polished essays, but the blunt
immediacy of the moment. Sometimes repeated like a
mantra, sometimes broken like a shout.

Taken together, these 166 entries form not just a diary
of one feed, but a mirror of a country reckoning with
itself.

The whole world was watching. This is what it looked

like to me.

Mark Friedlander - LA, CA - August 26, 2025
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This book began as a feed, a stream of posts captured
in real time, from the spring of 2020 into the early days
of 2021.

It was a season of contagion and contradiction:
pandemic briefings and body counts, protests in the
streets, disinformation campaigns, elections under
siege. We were drowning in slogans, numbers, and
images that blurred into one another, some absurd,
some devastating, all unforgettable.

For me, making these posts was a way to cope. A small
ritual against the chaos, fear, lost hope, and daily
insanity. My own little primal scream into the void. It
helped. Very little. But it was better than silence. Better
than pretending. Better than doing nothing while trying
to remain human, while simultaneously terrified of
other humans.
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